
Europe 

The European Union is a source of large-scale funding. 
 
Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation programme ever with nearly 
€80 billion of funding available over 7 years (2014 to 2020) – in addition to the private 
investment that this money will attract. It promises more breakthroughs, discoveries and 
world-firsts by taking great ideas from the lab to the market. 
 
The UK Research Office (UKRO) is the European office of the UK Research Councils. It 
delivers a subscription-based advisory service for research organisations and provides 
National Contact Point services on behalf of the UK Government. UKRO's mission is to 
maximise UK engagement in European Research Council (ERC) funding, innovation and 
higher education activities. 

International 

Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) 
The Global Challenges Research Fund (GCRF) is a 5-year £1.5bn fund and a key 
component in the delivery of the UK Aid Strategy: tackling global challenges in the 
national interest. The fund aims to ensure that UK research takes a leading role in 
addressing the problems faced by developing countries through: 

 challenge-led disciplinary and interdisciplinary research 
 strengthening capacity for research and innovation within both the UK and 

developing countries 
 providing an agile response to emergencies where there is an urgent research 

need. 
  

The Global Challenges Research Fund is an initiative led by the Department for Business, 
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) which operates across a number of delivery 
partners, including the UK Research Councils, UK Higher Education Funding bodies, the 
Academy of Medical Sciences, Royal Society, British Academy, the Royal Academy of 
Engineering and UK Space Agency. 
 

The Newton Fund 
The Newton Fund’s aim is to develop science and innovation partnerships that promote 
the economic development and welfare of collaborating countries. 
 

https://www1.essex.ac.uk/reo/funding-sources/european-funding.aspx
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/erc/
https://erc.europa.eu/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/gcrf/
http://www.newtonfund.ac.uk/

