
The Penny Summerfield Childhood and Schooling Archive and  
Oral History of Childhood and Schooling in Lancashire, 1910-
1950  
Interviews with c.100 males and females who attended secondary schools in six 

Lancashire towns: Morecambe, Lancaster, Preston, Blackburn, Burnley and Clitheroe 

Collected in 1985-6. Project funded by the Manpower Services Commission. 

 

Contents of the archive: 
• Background information on the project 

• Includes materials used for an exhibition in 1986 (with photographs) 

• One box of transcripts of interviews (females). Separate files for each 

school  

• One box of transcripts of interviews (males). Separate files for each school 
• Labelled tape-recorded interviews (c.100) 

• Card Index  

 

Subject Index 

Aims of secondary school 
Ambitions 
Boyfriends 
Boys 
Brothers 
Charity: work for 
Child care 
Children 
Church 
Cliques 
Cookery: elementary 
Cookery: secondary 
Crushes 
Daughters 
Death 
Destination on leaving school 
Dialect words 
Discipline 
Education Acts (e.g. 1944) 
Elementary school 
Eleven plus 
Elocution lessons 
Examinations: entrance 
Examinations: internal 
Examinations: public 
Examinations: scholarship 
Extra curricular activities (outings etc.) 
Facts of life 
Family obligations 
Family outings 



Father 
Friends 
Girl Guides 
Girls' magazines 
Hairstyles 
Headmaster: secondary 
Headmistress: secondary 
Headteacher: elementary 
Health 
Higher education 
Holidays 
Home backgrounds: elementary children 
Home backgrounds: secondary children 
Home life 
Home/school relationship 
Homework: elementary 
Homework: secondary 
Housework 
Husband 
Journey to school: elementary 
Journey to school: secondary 
Leisure 
Manners: elementary 
Manners: secondary 
Marriage 
Medical inspection 
Menstruation 
Misdemeanours 
Mother 
Motivation for school work: elementary 
Motivation for school work: secondary 
Needlework: elementary 
Needlework: secondary 
Opportunities (life chances) 
Paid employment 
Physical education: elementary 
Physical education: secondary 
Plays: elementary 
Plays: secondary 
Poverty 
Playground activities: elementary 
Playground activities: secondary 
Prefects 
Prizes 
Punctuality: elementary 
Punctuality: secondary 
Punishments: elementary 
Punishments: secondary 
Quality of secondary school 
Radio/TV 
Reading 
Religion 
Scholarships: for higher education 
Scholarships: for secondary school 
School hours 
School meals 
School organisation 



School reports 
School subjects: elementary 
School subjects: secondary 
Secondary school 
Sisters 
Sons 
Special occasions 
Success and failure 
Teacher training college 
Teachers: elementary 
Teachers' nick-names 
Teachers: secondary 
Teaching methods: elementary 
Teaching methods: secondary 
Unemployment 
Uniform: elementary 
Uniform: secondary 
University 
War, First World 
War, Second World 
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